Cytogenetics 40 years on
This year marks the 40th anniversary of Tjio and Levan's historic observation that the correct diploid number of human chromosomes is 46.1 In common with comparable landmarks, their work represented the culmination of many scientific and technical developments permitting for the first time chromosome preparations of sufficient quality to identify correctly the human chromosome number. Their paper led to the advent of clinical cytogenetics, a genetic discipline which, over the past 40 years, has grown to provide the UK with a comprehensive, regionally based service.
Given the anniversary being celebrated this year, it is appropriate that this issue of the Journal should contain an article presenting the results of a survey which was designed primarily to discover the culture success rates and quality of the cytogenetic service currently being provided by 30 
